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Swift unveils game plan to fight terror in state 

By Chris Markuns 
Eagle-Tribune Writer 
METHUEN -- Outside, the German shepherd bounding across the front lawn to meet its uniformed, two-legged partner was the first sign that Tenney School was the safest spot in the Merrimack Valley yesterday. 

But the hard evidence was inside, where upward of 100 more uniformed officers were turning the school's auditorium into the launching pad for a statewide effort to make local authorities equal and crucial players in the anti-terrorism battle, an effort state officials insist is the first of its kind in the country. 

	

	Gov. Jane M. Swift visited Methuen's Tenney School yesterday to launch a statewide anti-terrorism program that relies on local police, fire and medical personnel from every community in the state. 


Gov. Jane M. Swift, who also used her visit to play Santa Claus by dropping off a state check for $700,000 to help build the new Methuen YMCA, officially kicked the program off with a late-morning appearance. 

She joined Secretary of Public Safety James P. Jajuga and representatives from every Essex County fire, police and emergency management department -- known in the plan as the red, blue and white teams, respectively -- at the first of 11 orientations across Massachusetts for the Statewide Anti-Terrorism Unified Response Network, or SATURN. 

''You are now the front-line soldiers in our new war against terrorism," Swift said, going on to call their involvement ''an unprecedented level of coordination" that is ''building a model of excellence in security for the entire nation." 

SATURN is designed to fill what Jajuga called ''the missing link" in the fight to prevent terrorism, with state and federal components in place but no clear role for local agencies. Nearly $2 million in state money will be used to train police, fire and medical personnel from all 351 communities in Massachusetts and create a single-minded intelligence network linked directly to key state and federal agencies. 

''This is the very first step," said Jajuga following yesterday's event, explaining that similar if less high profile gatherings would take place across the state in coming weeks. ''We're gathering our team." 

Each town and city will send representatives from each of its public safety agencies for training in preventing and responding to terrorist attacks, and those representatives will then pass that training on to their respective staffs. Participation is expected whether a department serves 6,000 or 60,000. 

"I think small communities understand where they may not be at the tops of the list as targets of terrorism ... they're critical for our defense," said Swift. "I think, from the smallest communities in the Commonwealth to our largest urban centers, the commitment to defend our country is the same -- it is strong, it is lasting." 

The training is expected to be complete and the plan in place by the end of the year, but yesterday marked the debut of a new terrorism tip line, (888) USA-5458, and SATURN Web site, www.mass.gov/SATURN. 

Prior to appearing at the Tenney, Swift stopped up the street at the Searles Building, where the Great Hall was used for the presentation of an oversized, cardboard check for $695,375. The money is a state grant toward the $1.5 million renovation of the Barker School into a youth-oriented YMCA. 

"This is the final piece to bring together an important project," Swift said. "It really will allow the city and Y to resurrect a meaningful landmark in Methuen. It will provide jobs and it will add to the development of the hearts, minds and character of our single greatest asset, which is our children." 

Joining Swift in a huddle around the check were key players Mayor Sharon M. Pollard, State Rep. Arthur M. Broadhurst, D-Methuen; State Sen. Steven A. Baddour, D-Methuen; and Merrimack Valley YMCA President George Cunningham. There was brief fear that the money would arrive too late and delay construction, but a call last week from Community and Economic Development Director William Buckley -- who handled the massive task of writing the grant application -- to Baddour helped cut some of the red tape. 

"I can't tell you how important this is to the YMCA in Methuen," Cunningham said, adding that the onus is now on the private fund-raising effort. "The city of Methuen also has a big job -- we need to come up with another million dollars." 

Dialing Against Terrorism 

The state introduced a new terrorism tip line yesterday, allowing the public 

to report suspicious or possible 

terrorist activity. 1-888-USA-5458

